
The Whale Museum’s 
Soundwatch Boater Education 

Program 

San Juan Islands

Kayaker Marine 
Stewardship 

TrainingPADDLE BY THE CODE & HELP PROTECT MARINE WILDLIFE!

© The Whale Museum 2005

Kayak Education and Leadership Program

(K.E.L.P.) K.E.L.P.



The Whale Museum
E D U C A T I O N   •  R E S E A R C H

www.whalemuseum.org 
Friday Harbor  • San Juan Island  • Washington

Promoting stewardship of whales and 
the Salish Sea ecosystem through 

education and research.
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Small Museum. Big Mission.
Science-based education and stewardship programs...

Community Events Educational Programs

Exhibit Center Gray Whale Project

Group Tours and Activities Museum Website 

Marine Naturalists Training Orca Adoption Program

Outbreach School Programs      Park Interpretive Program

Research Projects/Fellowships  Scholastic Internships 

SeaSound Acoustics Project Marine Mammal Stranding Network 

24-hour Whale Sighting Harassment Hotline 

Soundwatch Boater Education Program
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Promoting responsible stewardship of the Salish Sea through 
the development, distribution, and implementation of best 

practice guidelines for marine wildlife viewing by residents, 
visitors and commercial users.

The Whale Museum’s 
Soundwatch Boater Education Program
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Reduce disturbances to marine wildlife by 
irresponsible boater behavior.

The Whale Museum’s 
Soundwatch Boater Education Program

Goal:
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The Whale Museum’s 
Soundwatch Boater Education Program

Objectives:
Educate boaters on the best practices for viewing 

wildlife before they leave the shore.
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The Whale Museum’s 
Soundwatch Boater Education Program

Objectives:
Reinforce the learning experience in the actual context 

where disturbances take place.
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The Whale Museum’s 
Soundwatch Boater Education Program

Objectives:
Develop and evaluate community-based voluntary 

guidelines. 
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The Whale Museum’s 
Soundwatch Boater Education Program

Objectives:
Provide a scientific platform to monitor vessel 

activities around marine wildlife. 

•
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K.E.L.P. (Kayak Education and Leadership Program) is a 
kayak-specific component of The Soundwatch Boater 

Education Program. K.E.L.P. educators teach commercial and 
private kayakers about marine stewardship and promote the 
Responsible Kayaker Code to help reduce disturbances to 

marine wildlife by irresponsible boating practices. 
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RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE

PADDLE BY THE CODE & HELP PROTECT MARINE WILDLIFE!
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HAVE A TRIP PLAN

Learn the laws, accessible public landing areas, safety issues 
and environmental conditions before leaving the shore. 

RESPECT THE PEOPLE, ANIMALS AND PLANTS THAT MAKE 
THIS AREA THEIR HOME.

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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DO NOT INTENTIOANLLY POSITION YOURSELF IN THE PATH 
OF WHALES, PADDLE INTO GROUPS OF WHALES OR CHASE 

WHALES.

Move out of the whales route and position yourself and your 
group at least 100 yards/meters from whales, preferably towards 

the shore or in kelp beds. Raft up together and stop paddling. 
Wait for the whales to pass before paddling again. 

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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PADDLE IN A WIDE ARC, 100 YARDS OR MORE, AROUND 
SEAL OR SEA LION HAULOUTS AND NESTING BIRD AREAS.

Avoid making loud noises and/or pointing at wildlife. Resting 
seals and nesting birds are especially sensitive to paddle or oar 

movements. Watch for warning signs such as a heads-up 
posture or alarm calls. Take extreme caution to avoid 

stampeding seals into the water or flushing birds away from their 
nests or fledglings. 

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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DO NOT APPROACH DESIGNATED WILDLIFE REFUGE AREAS 
CLOSER THAN 200 YARDS.

To protect wildlife, refuge islands are closed to the public. No
landings are permitted except at designated areas on Turn and 
Matia Islands. February-October is a highly sensitive time for 

nesting seabirds. Extra caution should be exercised during this 
period. Note where refuge areas are before paddling.

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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ALERT: JULY-AUGUST IS PUPPING SEASON FOR HARBOR 
SEALS.Avoid approaching close enough to scare seals into the 

water.  This can separate pups from their mothers. 

SEAL PUPS WILL NOT SURVIVE ALONE.
Do not attempt to rescue or feed any marine wildlife.

Report alone seal pups and all stranded or dead marine 
mammals to the Stranding Network Hotline:

1-800-562-8832
hotline@whalemuseum.org

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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Pass far so animals are not affected by your presence.

Approach indirectly and avoid direct confrontation.

Discreetly view and restrain impulses to get closer.

Defer immediately when you observe behavior changes.

Leave Wildlife alone and do not attempt to rescue.

Explain to other paddlers: protecting wildlife protects 
paddling. 

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
(From the Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association)
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RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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No public access or boat landings.

83 NWR Refuge 
Sites

449 Acres

NWR signage is 
posted on several of 

the sites. Most 
nautical charts have 
NWR sites marked in 

green.

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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SAN JUAN ISLAND SPECIAL ORCA 
VIEWING AREAS

HARO STRAIT VOLUNTARY NO MOTOR BOAT 
ZONE FOR WHALES is a voluntary whale protection 
zone for Orcas when they are present along the 
western shoreline of San Juan Island, Washington. 

The main zone extends from Mitchell Point until 
Eagle Point from the shore out to ¼ mile (440 yards). 
In Addition, the 2mile area around Lime Kiln 
Washington State Park / Whale Watch Park from the 
shore out to ½ mile (880 yards) provides a motor-
boat free area for park visitors. 

This zone offers a special opportunity for kayakers to 
paddle without interference from other vessel traffic. 
However, kayakers need to follow all of the same 
marine wildlife guidelines. Kayakers should group up 
and stay close to shore, out of the path of boats and 
whales.

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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Westside of San Juan 
Island Sensitive Areas.

The West side of San 
Juan Island is a popular 
kayaking destination. 
Please be sensitive to 
private property, refuge 
areas, marine reserves, 
sea birds, seals, whales, 
and other boaters. This 
area can have high 
currents and dense 
recreational and 
commercial boat traffic. 
Stay close to shore to 
avoid conflict situations.



Be Whale Wise Guidelines for Viewing Marine Wildlife

RESONSIBLE KAYAKER CODE
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Thank you to the many responsible kayakers out there who 
are helping others become good marine stewards.

A big thanks especially to Diane Gardetto, Amanda Zee and Jesse 
Berube-K.E.L.P. Educators!

Thanks also to: 

Outdoor Odysseys

Island Outfitters

Sea Quest Expeditions

San Juan Safari Kayak Tours

Discovery Kayaks 

Crystal Seas Kayaks

Photos: © Use With Permission Only

Jeff Hogan, Eric Kessler, 

Chris Comeau, The Whale Museum Staff

The Puget Sound 
Action Team paid for 
this training, 
brochures and partial 
funding for the 
K.E.L.P. on-the-water 
education program 
through the SEED 
Program.

PADDLE BY THE CODE & HELP PROTECT MARINE WILDLIFE!
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Happy Paddling! K.E.L.P.


